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theorists, leading a tiny band of devoted and wholly
uninfluential followers, there came suddenly a most
unexpected body of adherents out of the lower ranks of
society* It was not the intrinsic power of the Liebknecht
ideas which attracted the masses ; it was the abnormal
condition of society which, like a pot boiling over, threw
up to the top all its scum and froth. Had Liebknecht
and Luxembourg not been there, this scum and froth
would have been spewed forth and disappeared* It was
the educated nucleus of leaders who gathered round
them the streets of Berlin and supplied concentration,
will power, some kind of a programme, and, we may
add, some undeniable disinterestedness*

The Spartacus group rose to immediate importance
as soon as the starving masses found out that the end of the
war did not mean plenty of good food for all* Some-
thing must be attributed to Russian agitation ; some-
thing also to the riffraff which is bound to return with
a returning army* Yet the demobilisation of the huge
German army, was, on the whole, carried out with great
speed and hardly any disturbance, and this amazing feat
was itself partly due to the fact that everybody was in
good humour* That soon passed; then the hungry
people very naturally were tempted to turn most to those
who promised them most* " It is all very well/* wrote
Vorwarts rather bitterly, " for Liebknecht to say : I lead
you to glory and prosperity; but we owe the people
honesty, and no mad promises/'